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" Yes," Ai-lan breathed, " it is my father's house."

"So your father is Sin-Yang who fled from
Canton ?"

"Yes."

" And you remained here ?   Why ?"

Ai-lan turned in despair and ran into the house.
He followed her, caught her and held the trembling
girl.

"Listen," he said. "You ought to behave more
bravely, you, a girl who let her relatives flee and
remained behind to join the revolution. Didn't you
stay behind for that reason ?"

"No."

"What was the reason?"

" I can't tell you.....let me go !"   She was in tears.

He sat down in her father's hall and made her sit
down at his side.

" Why did you come to the meeting ?" he asked.

" I didn't intend to___it was mere accident......"

"You were listening with great interest."

"I thought they were actors----it was a

play........"

The young man looked disappointed.

"I thought you were a brave woman, a woman
interested in the new China," he said. " We want to
reconstruct China, from the very basis. This is not
only a matter of politics. Our children must be
educated to grow up as free men, our home life must
change entirely. Our girls must be permitted to study.
We need women who are our equals. There are no
women in oiur movement. How can we educate our
Children to be free men when our women remain
slaves ?"